


 
 
 

PRELIMINARY REPORT OF THE ENGINEER 

October 27, 2020 

LONE OAK DITCH 

PETITION #1048 
 
Background 

On February 19, 2020, the Board of Lucas County Commissioners were given notice of the filing 

a petition by the Village of Whitehouse for an for an improvement to Lone Oak Ditch using a 

combination of methods provided in the Ohio Revised Code Section 6131.01 (C) 1 through 5 

necessary for the disposal of surplus water on the course hereinafter set forth: 

Commencing at the South ¼ post of Section 34, Town 7 North, Range 9 East in Waterville 

Township, Lucas County, Ohio; Thence west approximately 220 feet to the centerline of Oak 

Crossing Lane, thence north about 1156 feet to intersection with Lone Oak Ditch at Station 84, 

as per the 1969 Ditch Improvement Plan for Lone Oak Ditch, on file at the Lucas County Engineer’s 

Office, and being the Point of Beginning of the Petition; 

Thence from this point southwesterly (upstream) to Station 179+42 of the above referenced 

Ditch Improvement Plan and there terminate at the intersection of Berridge Road, approximately 

31’ North of the South ¼ Corner of Section 4, Town 6 North, Range 9 East; 

A total distance of approximately 9,542 feet, being about 1,500 feet in Section 34, T. 7 N., R. 9 

E. in the Village of Whitehouse and Waterville Township, Ohio, about 4,897 feet in Section 3, T. 

6 N., R. 9 E, and about 3.145 feet in Section 4, T. 6 N., R. 9 E, in Providence Township, Lucas 

County, Ohio. 

On September 15, 2020, the Board of Lucas County Engineers passed Resolution 2020-657, to 

set the dates of the view and the first hearing and to order the Clerk of the Board to provide 

due and legal notice to the owners of land affected by the proposed improvement.  
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Fig 1:  Location Area Map 

Ditch Report 

 
Lone Oak Ditch is proposed to be placed under petition and is approximately 9,542 feet and 
runs from the extension of Oak Crossing Drive in Whitehouse and continues upstream to its 

crossing with Berridge Road in Providence Township, Ohio.  This ditch has been maintained by 
private agricultural landowners for several decades.  Due to changes in development in the area, 
areas of the ditch are no longer being maintained. As a result, several landowners have 

requested the ditch be placed under permanent maintenance.       
 
At this time, the ditch has been maintained relatively well and is currently disposing of surplus 

water.  However, over time, without proper maintenance over the ditch, it will eventually have 
brush growing on the banks and silt up over time while will inhibit flow.   
 

It is the opinion of the Engineer that while the existing condition of the channel is adequate to 
dispose of surplus water at this time it will have difficulty in the future without maintenance.  
With future maintenance, benefits will include maintaining the capacity of the channel to relieve 
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standing water in residential lots and agricultural fields, as well as providing an adequate outlet 

for the watershed. 
 

It is the opinion of the Engineers that Lone Oak Ditch should be placed under permanent 
maintenance. There is no proposed cost of design and construction at this time as the petition 
requests the ditch to be placed under permanent maintenance.   

 
The benefits and drawbacks of the proposed project in the opinion of the Engineers are as 
follows: 

 
Benefits:  Improved drainage, Maintenance of Investment 
Drawbacks:  Need for future access of property 

 
It is the opinion of the Engineers that the proposed project is feasible, that it is conductive to 
the public welfare, that there is a sufficient outlet for the improvement, and that the benefits 

exceed the cost.      
 
    

 
 
Mike Pniewski, P.E., P.S. 

Lucas County Engineer         
 

 


